Forest Conaition In Southeast Alaska

| PRODUCTIVE OLD FOREST
38 ROADS AND CLEAR-CUTS (since 1950)
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Steep, glacier-carved mountains, fjords,
and narrow valleys dominate the
dramatic coastline of Southeast Alaska.

Receiving as much as 200 inches of rain per year, this region is part of North

America’s coastal temperate rain forest. The terrain’s ability to retain soil and

nutrients and to process large quantities of rainwater determines plant growth,

— and as a result two-thirds of the region consists merely of rock and ice, or of
" scrub forest and non-forest vegetation. The productive old forest that com-
prises the remaining third is a naturally fragmented habitat, hugging the

lower-elevation coastlines where soils are fertile and well drained.

These forests are among the most biologically productive places on
earth. Cedar, hemlock, and spruce trees reach up to 12 feet in diam-
eter and anchor a diverse understory that supports an ecological
web of species. The intimate relationship between animals and
habitat is highlighted by recent studies of Sitka black-tailed
deer, which depend upon the multi-layered forest canopy to
shelter their ground-level food supply from snowfall and
%%O are, in turn, an important part of Southeast Alaska’s
¥ $32 million annual subsistence harvest.*
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Now these forests are under increasing pressure
from logging and its associated road building.
Data presented range from 1999-2002 and
are the most current available at the time of
printing, December 2002.

For further information, contact:

‘ecotrust
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119 SEWARD STREET, SUITE 19
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TEL 907.586.2301
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At the heart Of Roads through the Tongass provide access, but at what cost?

Southeast Alaska
Is the Tongass
National Forest

The 17 million-acre Tongass, managed for the

benefit of all Americans by the US Forest

Service, is the largest National Forest in the contains
l’)o'.4 lzllll;on
. oara-feet
country. Timber sales on the Tongass have of harvestable

resulted in the logging of more than 450,000
acres since the 1950s? But each time we sell
some of our trees, we pay to build roads so

that timber companies can access them.

All that road building is expensive. In fact

Tongass timber sales are losing up to tens of

reflects only net dollar losses. It does not

14 million

productive
old forest:

This forestland

old-growthe

The Tongass already contains

including
475,000
acres of

and
7.7 billion
additional
board-feet of
second-growth
estimated to reach
harvestable levels
within the next
100 years.™

This 13 billion board-feet located within already-
millions of dollars each year.® And this figure roaded areas will support timber harvest at recent
average levels and represents the resource base
for a sustainable logging industry.*

include other economic costs that we suffer: No more roads need be built

losses in salmon habitat crucial to Alaska’s
commercial and sport fishing industries, and
losses in what are termed “ecosystem services,”
benefits such as climate regulation and waste
treatment that have been valued for Alaska’s

forests at $117 million annually.

What'’s more, areas that are already We can have it a”_

roaded still contain vast stores of

A sustainable timber industry,
Valuable wildlands,
And jobs for our communities

commercially viable timber, up to
13 billion board-feet according to

Forest Service data.® By restricting

logging to these already roaded [SS=V7Tialol bt albll(ol1a]e N aglo) =k (021015

areas, we will preserve remaining
wildlands for other uses. And maybe actually

turn a dollar profit on our timber sales.
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These basemaps are composites of Landsat Enhanced Thematic Mapper scenes acquired between 1999 and 2000. Ecotrust acquired these
data to update a comprehensive assessment of forest condition in Southeast Alaska originally completed in 1995 (shown on reverse). Areas
of timber harvest (shown here in yellow) are based on this imagery as well as the Tongass National Forest timber inventory. Roads (shown
here in red) are state highways or USFS logging roads. Logging roads on private lands are not shown.

Credits

Maps by David Albert = Text by Howard Silverman, David Albert, and Derek Reiber = Design by Melissa Tatge
These maps, and supporting information, are available online at: www.inforain.org/tongass
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4,300 miles of roads®

which have a
maintenance
backlog of
over $800
million:

~and
intersect
thousands
of documented
salmon-bearing
streams.:

Among
these roaq-
stream crossings,
66% of the
culverts are
inadequate
for salmon
passage*

_ thereby
violating the
Tongass Land
and Resource
Management Plan
directive to “maintain
fish passage through
stream crossing
structures.”®

Building new roads diminishes valuable habitat,
increasing the maintenance responsibilities of an
overburdened US Forest Service and threatening
the long-term viability of many salmon runs.

No more roads should be built.

We have an opportunity
to preserve some
crucial wildlands

Port Houghton and Farragut Bay contain
the largest contiguous area of productive
old forest habitat that is currently unpro-
tected in the Tongass. Limiting development
to existing roaded areas would preserve places

like this, maintaining habitat for salmon, deer and
other species and supporting jobs in the tourism, commercial
fishing and sport fishing sectors.

There’s lots of

timber available

In already
roaded areas

The Prince of Wales Island
region, 84% of which is
part of the National
Forest, is one area that
has both roads (shown
in red) and a large
amount of accessible
timber. Roaded areas
like this contain bil-
lions of board-feet
of productive old
forest, enough to
support a sustain-
able logging indus-
try. Estimates of
available timber
account for all pro-
visions of the
Tongass Land and
Resource Manage-
ment Plan, including
protected buffers on
eagle trees, riparian and
beach-fringe forests,
and so on.



